Appendix 1

Table 1 

Summary of students’ experiences of blended synchronous learning

	Positive
	Negative

	Online students

	Input from more people 
· I really benefit from hearing the ideas of other students and also hearing the lecturer's discussion with them.
Building relationships 
· A platform for me to build professional learning relationships between both lecturer and other online students

	Feeling unwelcome 

· They weren’t very welcoming…I felt at times like a fly on the wall watching!

· The campus students appear to have no interest in interacting with the distance students!

· It’s a shame that the campus students didn’t feel confident to join in with the on line students discussion times.
· When there are whole classroom discussions, they rarely have any feedback about what we are saying. Yet it seems like they are more likely to comment on things that are said by peers in the classroom.

	Campus students

	Input from more people 
· Because it's a small group it's nice to have other people's experiences shared.

· Being able to hear more opinions.

· Allows them to take part in discussion and add their viewpoint.

· They also provided additional diverse ideas at times.

· The various opinions from online students can be brought into classrooms.

· It has expanded the range of ideas and input for the on-campus students. 
	Time fixing technology 
· Some time was spent at the beginning and during each session connecting. 

· Waiting around when technical hitches occur

Distance students prioritised by teacher 

· Screens can become the focal point, possibly excluding campus students at times 

· Unequal amount of speaking

· Just getting their own queries answered which should not take place in group lecture time

Sound problems 
· Classes become noisy, hard to hear what is said. 

· The technical difficulties - volume etc - the distance students have sometimes experienced.

· It was also challenging to be part of a small discussion group with a skype person This seemed to improve once they were on one device. 

· The background noise of the distance students. 
Difficulties in using devices to speak to and include the distance students due to noise and volume.

· Sound problems ( background noise )

· I switched out from the online people at times.

Social cues 

· Online students do not get the visual cues for turn taking or when someone else wants to speak. 

· On-line students demanding immediate attention, cutting in, not being there to read others body language eg. someone about to speak. 

· Lack of turn taking 

· Using iPad/laptops prevents social cues from being recognised. Makes communication a bit difficult.

Facilitating for the distance students 
· we sometimes forget to turn the viewing screen around, so that the distance students are sometimes left hearing our speakers, but facing nothing.

	Accessibility 
· Having that option if unable to attend class physically.

· like the accessibility of it for all. 

· Good to include online students and make them feel part of the course. 

· It's great to have the distance students as real faces not just a photo on Learn.

· It enables the distance students to be a part of the class. 

· It has been good for us to hear from and share viewpoints with the distance students in 'real time'. 

· mainly, and hugely, advantageous for the distance students - to feel more a part of the class and also have access to other student input.

· It is great for the distance students that they are able to access the seminars.


	· 


Table 2 

Summary of students’ experiences of laptop vs multiple ipads 
	Campus students
	Distance students

	Sound quality

· Better - easier to hear and have small group discussions. 

· Much better. Easier to focus, sound direction better.

· Acoustically it seemed better when the distance students were on a single conversation.

Distance students own group

· Better too that the distance students were then their own group so everyone wasn't competing to be heard.

· Yes this worked much better as laptop positioned centrally so all distance students seeing the same thing, and also better sound for all to hear from both sides. It seemed that then the distance student could talk together on the breaks which I think was possibly valuable for them.

No difference

· No much difference for me as long as on-line students can be organised into the class.

· Not really. Found all the annoying issues as above still relevant

· It was better with [a single] skype. Everyone was in the same conversation, easier to hear and follow what was happening 
	Sound quality

· The benefit of putting the distance students together on one iPad is that the sound quality was better and in general, the lecturer attempted to turn it towards whoever was speaking.

· Yes it helped with sound.

Distance students own group

· It was nice to get to know the other distance student but we often missed out on other discussions 

· For small group discussions, I didn't like being shut off from the rest of the campus students. 

· I think that for small group discussions, one of the campus students should have been grouped with us with a headset and microphone.

· Why didn't the campus students join on line students in the discussions? All they needed to do was take the iPad put on some head phones and join in.

· The multiple ipad scenario would have worked better if each distance student could have been paired up with one person in the campus class to "look after them". The downside to this would be if the campus student doesn't feel like they want to be responsible for the distant learner. 


